iBOR ASKS ICE 
PLANT BE NOT 



Council Told Unemploymenl 
Will Be Worse Than the 
Alleged Noises. 

The UnlonTce Company bobbed up 
again In the city Chunctt today, when 
William A. Spooner and a delegation 


from the Central Labor Council ap¬ 
peared and pleaded that steps be 
taken to prevent the plant from clos¬ 
ing down and throwing men out of 
work. 

The plant at Twenty-second and 
Filbert streets recently announced t it 
would quit, after nearby residents 
had for months complained against 
its alleged noises and vibrations. 
Engineers and ice wagon drivers to¬ 
day received notice that their em¬ 
ployment would cease. 

“While there may be some justi¬ 
fication for complaints,” said Spoon¬ 
er. “there is a greater danger from 
unemployment just now. There are 
hundreds out of work. This company 
employs 26 persons. That is not 
much, but if a hysteria goes around 
town for the elimination of noises 
in industrial plants a greater num¬ 
bers of persons will be ultimately in¬ 
volved.” 

“We have been trying to work out 
this ice plant situation for months,” 
said Commissioner w Colbourn. “The 
residents in that neighborhood say 
they will be satisfied if an electric 
drive is installed. If that is done I 
am willing to go on record that this 
will be the end of the trouble.” 

Spooner and the delegation will in¬ 
terview the ice company officials. 

The council passed to print an ordi¬ 
nance establishing the market dis¬ 
trict on the center line of Sixth 
street and not on the north side, as 
heretofore. A petition by the resi¬ 
dents of Pleasant Valley court for a 
single family residence zone was re¬ 
ferred to the city planning commit¬ 
tee. 


ice mmr 

CLOSE JO AVOID 
NOISE LITIGATION 


Union Company Officials* 
Ordered to Stop Vibra¬ 
tions* Halt Work. 


The Union Ice Company's plant at 
Twenty-second .and Filfiert streets 
has closed down*. 

Formal notification of this fact was 
sent Commissioner Frank Colbourn 
today by Robert M. Fitzgerald, attor¬ 
ney for the ice company, who hints 
that constant agitation centering 
arotmd that plant for months has led 
I to a decision to close it. 

The machines will be run for a 
portion of each day to preserve the 
ice on hand, says Fitzgerald, who 
promises to notify the commissioner 
in case the plant starts up. Fitzger¬ 
ald, in explaining the attitude of the 
company, S?iys: J 


“We are not willing to into liti- j 
gation with city authorities to con¬ 
duct a legitimate business.” 

COMPIAXNTS made. 


The letter follows an announce¬ 
ment by Colbourn about a week ago 
that after months of fruitless negota- 
tion he had decided to take some 
action to eliminate the vibrations and 
noises which, it was alleged, kept the 
whole neighborhood awake. The de¬ 
cision was made after reams of cor¬ 
respondence had gone between the 
ice company officials, the neighbor¬ 
ing residents and the commissioner 
After a hearing more than a month 
ago engineering experts said that the 
noises could be stopped by some 

1 changes in the ice plant’s machinery. 

Neighbors, however* asserted that 
there was no real improvement and 

fTooaecnJolbourn s 

plaints that the vibration from the 
ice plant was so bad that even elec¬ 
tric light globes could not survive in 
nearby homes. 

COLBOURN’S PURPOSE. 

In response to Fitzgerald’s letter 
that the company will not “go into 
litigation to conduct a legitimate 
business,” Colbourn asserted that it 
was not his intention to suppress any 
legitimate business, but merely the 
1 noises. 

“I have favored and always will 
favor, legitimate business,” says Col¬ 
bourn. “For weeks I was careful 
about this plant, not wanting to take 
summary action. I did not move 
until the whole neighborhood was in 
arms, and I am sorry that the plant 
has shut down; but the protests have 
been so universal that they showed 
that the residents were suffering 
keenly from the noises and vibra¬ 


tions.” 


Motor Urge 
As Cure l 
Noisy PI 


Tho residents near the 
Ice^ Company plant will sth - % 
that there will be no more com* 
plaints about noise and vibration 
if the plant will install a noiseless 
electric motor in place of its high- 
pressure gas-engine. 

This was asserted in a letter re-- 
ceived last night by Commissioner 
Frank Colbourn from Attorney A. 
P. Stiefvater, representing the 
Protestants, in answer to a recent 
city council petition by labor lead¬ 
ers against closing down this plant 
and throwing men out of employ- 

“’stiefvater d-Jk ~ ~ oUl 

“It was a good dear out of the 
way for the labor leaders to re- 
Fw to the protests of fifty or more 
residents as ‘hysteria,’ especially 
as they have suffered these noises 
for years. But the residents do 
not wish to drive any industry 
out of business. In fact.,the sug¬ 
gestion about shutting down the 
plant has come from company of¬ 
ficials themselves. 

“If an electric drive is installed, 
we can definitely promise that the 
grounds of protest will have been 
removed. 

‘As for shutting down the plant, 
we doubt if a profitable plant 
will be shut down in any line of I 
business. We believe it is all a 1 
question of business, and not 
no-isc.'' 


Colbourn asserts that if the 
compromise can be reached he 
win be “much relieved.” 

-- ♦- -,- 
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ID IKE 
ICE PLANT ACT 


Protests Against Delay in Plac¬ 
ing Mufflers On Gas 
Engines. 

A letter asking: that the Union Ice 
t ,n lS«S^W iasten alterations at its 
plant Twenty-second and Filbert 
greets was sent to Attorney R. M. 
P jtzgerald of the company todav by 
'.ommissioner Frank Colbourn. The 
Letter is one of the results 'of a con¬ 
ference some weeks ago between the 
commissioner, ice officials and resi¬ 
dents near the plant who complained 
against continuous vibration caused 
night heaVy gas en S ines working all 

An ordinance was recent!v pre¬ 
pared against the operation of indus¬ 
trial plant gas engines between 10 
P- ra and 6 p. m., but this w'as not 
found satisfactory because an ice 
plant cannot allow its machinery to 
stop and its temperature to rise with¬ 
out undue loss. The ordinance was 
held also to be too drastic, as it 
tended to handicap^ industries of 
many sorts. . /J^ I 

As a cure f i\re ice plalit situa¬ 
tion. the officials of the Union Ice 
Company agreed to “put mufflers on 
the machinery” in various ways, as 
gas engine experts had suggested that 
alterations could nearly eliminate the 
noi J se -. Colbourn says he has been 
watching closely for developments 
since then, but has not seen any 
worth mentioning. 

T\e wish to give the ice compans' 
every legitimate chance to operate.” 
says Colbourn. “On the other hand, 
the rights of the residents must be 
guarded. I hope to see action verv 
soon.” 

In case there is no action Colbourn 
still has the power to abate a nui¬ 
sance, if an industrial plant can be 
termed a nuisance, but it is not be¬ 
lieved that the matter will come to 
this last resort. 


i ice Plant Reports 

Quieius On Noises 

Till* Un ion _ icc - y y : -i»anu* 

fact u rin g plant at Tw'm v -?.c co ud 
and Filbert streets, v:hieh caused a 
recent furore because of an ant* 
monia lank explosion which culmi¬ 
nated in noises and vibration: th'al 
have made residents complain, li 
1 now in a better condition and should 
not alarm neighbors, according to s 
letter received today by Commis¬ 
sioner Frank Colbourn from R. M 
Fitzgerald, attorney for the icc 
plant. Colbourn referred the mat¬ 
ter to Attorney A. P. Stiefvater, 
representing the protestants. 

Fitzgerald’s letter invites an in¬ 
spection of the quieted plant by citj 
officials. 7 /J) ^ J A jL/ l 

“I hope is an ?rtght no\*.” say» 
Colburn. “That ice plant row hat 
been one of my worst experience: 
since taking office.” 



ICE PLANT WILL 
BE INVESTIGATED 


Committee Chosen To Make 
Report As To Noise 
And Vibration. 


As the result of a meeting of pub- 
lit officials, gas engine experts, 
manufacturing heads and citizens in 
Commissioner Frank Colbourn’s of¬ 
fice, Colbourn and Acting City A* 
torney Leon Gray will appoint 
committee which will inspect tfc^ 
operation of the Union Ice compan*’ 
in west central Oakland and report 
on the alleged nuisance because of 
noise and vibration. 

Immediate action will be taken 
thereafter, according to Colbourn. 

The meeting yesterday was a re¬ 
sult of the recent introduction of a 
city council ordinance which was 
aimed to halt the operation of all 
gas-engine plants between 10 p. m. 
ar.d 0 a. m.. when they are operated 
within 200 feet of residences. The 
ordinance was a direct result of con¬ 
tinuous complaints against the ice 
company. C-/L- /) / 

CARE I#U1 

Irate residents and representatives 
of the ice company were both pres¬ 
ent. Joseph E. Caine of the Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce pointed out that 
unless care is taken the ordinance 
will tend to discourage industry in 
Oakland. 

Robert M\ Fitzgerald intimated 
that if the action against the ice 
company is too drastic, the ice com¬ 
pany will close its doors in Oakland 

MIG ITT CLOSE PLANT. 

“We believe this ordinance to be 

willing to make every possible con¬ 
cession toward our neighbors and 
toward the city, but if we find the 
action o£ the city is imnossible lo 
meet we will close tha plant . H 

After the general meeting, accord- 
ln f\ Colbourn, gas engine expert.- 
said that they believed that correc¬ 
tions could be made in the ice plant 
which would eliminate nearly all of 
the noise and vibration. This, said 
Colbourn, is just what he wants. 


CITY ACTS TO 



Protests Declared Ignored, 
Council Orders Action Be 
Brought To Abate Nuisance 
’ “rations Cause Distress 
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Residents of West Oakland 
Protest Against Noise And 
Council Seeks Means To 
Afford Relief For Them 

Acting City Attorney l*on Gray 
today notified the city council that 
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will lie reached tomorrow. 

Vehement protests by a group 
property 1 owners on Rosedale avenue 
Pgamsf proposed street, improve¬ 
ments were silenced when it «as 
found that work on mo.t o 
street is now” under way and th 
property owners only represent small 
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Water Waste OK'd 


By FRED GARRETSON 

The Bay Area Regional Water 
Quality Control Board has some¬ 
what reluctantly approved a 
plan under which 33,000 gallons 
per day of clean, potable water 
will be dumped down a storm 
d^awrnT\Vest Oakland by the 
^Union Ice CompanyA 

Union Ice used to put this so- 
called waste water into the sani¬ 
tary sewers, but after the East 
Bay Municipal Utility District 
established new sewer discharge 
fees (in compliance with federal 
law) the company decided it 
would be cheaper to put the ice 
water into the storm sewers. 

The company needed a permit 
from the regional board because 
a discharge of this size—equiva¬ 
lent to a good-sized creek flow— 
is regarded as an industrial dis¬ 
charge into San Francisco Bay. 

The ice plant is at 2210 Fil¬ 
bert St. 

Dr. Teng-chung Wu, a staff 
member for the regional board, 
said, “The discharge will consist 
of potable water used for non- 
contact cooling, ice-making 
process water, and defrosting 
water from freezer coils (i. e., 
atmospheric condensate). No 
chemical is added to any of 
these waters other than an algi- 
cide to the non-contact cooling 
water.” 


He said the staff has studied 
the algicide and “has deter¬ 
mined that it will not be deleter¬ 
ious to the receiving waters (of 
the bay).” All other waste water 
from the plant, including domes¬ 
tic sewage, is discharged to the 
sanitary sewer, he said. 

Wu, whose reports to the 
board describe the ice plant dis¬ 
charge as “potable water,” said, 
“This is a real shame. High- 
quality drinking water is being 
dumped down a storm drain in 
the middle of the drought.” 

Fred Dierker, executive offi¬ 
cer of the regional board, said 
he directed his staff to investi¬ 
gate what can be done to con¬ 
serve water in this sort of situa¬ 
tion. 

Regulations now in effect in 
the Eastbay and Marin County 
require the use of reclaimed 
sewage for some landscape wa¬ 
tering and compaction of dirt at 
building sites. Yet at the same 
time, Dierker noted, acting with¬ 
in the rules under a perfectly 


logical and legal request author¬ 
ized dumping of 33,000 gallons 
per day potable drinking water 
down a storm drain into the 
Bay. 

Sewage discharge fees 
charged by EBMUD are based 
on the relative strength and dif¬ 
ficulty of treatment of the waste 
water being dumped into sani¬ 
tary sewer lines by different 
kinds of industries. EBMUD 
originally planned to require 
Union Ice Company to pay at an 
expensive rate, but when the 
district found out the discharge 
consisted of potable drinking 
water, the utility district decid¬ 
ed to levy a bill of only 10 cents 
per 1,000 gallons, or $3.30 per 
day, for the water going into the 
sanitary sewers. 

However, the ice-maker de¬ 
cided the cost would be even 
less if the melt water was put 
into the storm drains, even 
though the company will have to 
pay the cost of making special 
tests of the water every two 
months. 


RESiuENTS CAN’T 
SLEEP; cur SUES 
UNION ICE PLANT 


RACKET AT ICE 
PLANT NILE CO, 



Electric Machinery to Replace 
Old Gasoline. Engine in 
Ninety Days. 


Injunction Asked and Com¬ 
pany Officials Cited; Steady 
Noise, Is Charge, 


The city of Oakland today asked 
the superior court for an injunction 
restraining the Union Ice company 
from operating its plant at Twenty- 
second and Filbert streets in such a 
manner as to disturb the sleep of res- 
‘ idents in that vicinity. 

An order citing officials of. the ice 
company into court next Friday to 
show cause why the injunction 
should not be granted was immedi¬ 
ately issued to Assistant City Attor¬ 
ney John Jewett Earle by Superior 
;Judge Koford. - J O 

Earle recites "That Hnrewial 

! combustion engines at the ice plant, 
i running twenty-four hours a day, 

‘ have caused rapid, violent and unin¬ 
terrupted atmospheric vibrations, 
and loud, offensive and continued 
noises. The result has been, he says, 
that residences throughout the entire 
block and portions of adjacent blocks 
have been violently and continuously 
shaken and racked, and their occu- 
J pants have been unable to sleep. 


The Union Ice Company plant a 
twenty-second and Filbert is ' r now 
derating at full blast and. though 
neighbors say the noise is just 
bad and nerve-racking as before, 
the city officials assert that the 
racket will soon be over and peace 
will reign in central-west Oakland. 

After a conference with City At¬ 
torney Leon Gray, Commissioner 
fTrank Colboum announced today 
that no immediate action to halt; 
operations will be started. The city 
has been given guarantees that the. 
electric drive machinery will replace 
the old Diesel engine ^within ninety | 

^“The coffipanj has ttfe fiTnety days 
to make good,” Colbourn said today. 
“We believe they will do it. In case 
this should not be done, we will 
promptly introduce and pass an ordi¬ 
nance forbidding the noisy type of 
Engine to operate in Oakland under 
any circumstances, and terming such 
machines a nuisance. 

“We do not want to drive indus¬ 
tries out of town. We are very 
patient, as the ice company officials 
will probably admit; but we cannot 
submit residents to such noises, 
either. The final answer will come 
in ninety days.” 




















